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Context

• Three	geopolitical	perspectives	on	UK	
interests:
• Falkland	Islands
• Antarctica
• West	Africa

• UK	roles



Britain’s	role	in	the	world?	

• Shaped	by	domestic	identify	and	political	
pressures

• Range	of	identity	and	policy	options

• Patterns	=	‘role	orientation’?



Why	is	this	important?

Public	Administration	Select	Committee	(2011):

‘strategic	aims	cannot	be	set	out	or	adjudicated	
without	an	articulated	account	of	who	‘we’	are	
and	what	we	believe	both	about	ourselves	and	

the	world’



UK	as	an	actor

• Expansionist
• Active	independent
• Influential
• Mediator/integrator
• Opportunist
• Developmental
• Isolate

• Power
• Autonomy	
• Influence	in	the	intl system
• Solutions	to	problems
• Popular	approval
• Development	of	the	state
• Isolation



Gaskarth

• Role	orientation:	‘represents	the	highest	order	
of	strategic	thinking	in	foreign	policy’

• UK	role	in	the	world	set	against	economic	
constraints	and	rising	powers



Roles	for	the	UK	in	the	South	Atlantic

• Isolate
• Influential	(rule	of	law	state)
• Thought	leader
• Regional	partner
• Opportunist-interventionist	
• Great	Power



Opportunistic	partner?





Strategic	Survey 2016,	116,	I-XVIII.
DOI:	10.1080/04597230.2016.1222181
Copyright	©	2016	The	International	Institute	for	Strategic	Studies



http://www.exeter.ac.uk/strategy/

STRATEGY AND SECURITY INSTITUTE


